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The Marshfield Agricultural Research Station is located
near the state’s geographic center, in the area with the

state’s highest concentration of dairy farms. It’s a great
region for growing the forage crops that are founda-
tional to dairy production, yet the area features some of
the most difficult-to-manage, poorly-drained soils in the
state—creating a challenging situation for farmers. The
primary mission of the station, which was established over
100 years ago, is to support farmers' livelihoods, while pro-

tecting the natural resources of the area.

Marshfield station is home to one of the nation’s pre-
mier dairy heifer research facilities. A unique partnership
between the UW-Madison and the USDAs Environmen-
tally Integrated Dairy Management Research Unit allows
university and federal scientists to collaborate on research
at the station. Each year, approximately 30 research proj-
ects are conducted at the station, with around 60 percent
of the Marshfield dairy herd utilized for research at some
point during the year. The facilities house around 550 heif-
ers and 125 dairy cows at any given time.

Heifers raised at Marshfield are part of the university’s
research herd and ultimately integrate into the UW-Mad-
ison Department of Dairy Science’s milking herd, which
is housed at the Emmons Blaine Dairy Cattle Research
Center at the Arlington Agricultural Research Center; the
Dairy Cattle Center on the UW-Madison campus; and
the U.S. Dairy Forage Research Center in Prairie du Sac.
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